
 

 

Principal’s Message 

            Happy November! Our school is busy preparing for this upcoming Sunday, 
November 8th, which is Catholic Education Sunday! We have joined with the whole 
division in united prayer of a Novena for Catholic Education. For nine days leading 
up to Catholic Education Sunday it is wonderful to know that following morning 
announcements- all 15 of the other schools are praying at the same time as us! 
Even amidst this crazy time in our world, there are daily reminders such as this 
which confirm how blessed we are to be in a Catholic School, and within such a 
united Catholic School Division. Below are a few photos I’ve gathered this past month as a visual testament of us living our 
faith while flourishing and having fun along the way.   
  This Friday, on November 6th, our school will unite virtually again for our Remembrance Day Celebration 

at 11 am. Although this school year looks different in many different ways, including our school wide 
celebrations, I’m so proud of how respectful, and engaged our children have been thus far in our monthly 
celebrations which are on screens, and voiced over the intercom into classes. For this celebration, we’ll 
be showing a special video from our Canadian Armed Forces that also features a message from our 
Minister of National Defence. We will pray together in classes for our members of the Pincher Creek 

Legion, our Canadian veterans, and for all those who continually serve to maintain the safety and freedom in our country. 
            Another important November event is the Elementary and Junior High Report Cards which go out on Wednesday, 
November 25th, and High School will have mid-term comments available on PowerSchool as of Nov 18th. Parent teacher 
interviews will follow the next week and will be virtual through Google Meet and Zoom. Look for more information on this 
to come in days ahead via agendas and email.   
              Finally, as the days grow colder and shorter, please ensure your children are properly dressed for outdoors with 
appropriate winter wear. We are trying all we can do to remain healthy and safe here in the building- and the parent support 
around this has been outstanding! Let’s transition into this next season as prepared as we can be, and thank you again for 
your continued care and grace for our little ones!  
Blessings! 
💛Ms. Schmidt 

 



 
 

FAITH FOCUS:  

 
 

Fruit of the Spirit 
Year two’s theme of our three year faith plan is “Transformed by the Journey”.  One of the signs we are being 
transformed by the Holy Spirit is the fruit of the Spirit.  We see in Galatians 5:22-23 that the fruit of the spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  Catholic Tradition also teaches us 
goodness, modesty, and chastity as well.  In the coming months we will be exploring the meaning of these as a school. 

Be on the lookout for these in the coming months!  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Important Upcoming Faith Dates: 

 

● All Saints Day - Sunday, November 1st 

● All Souls Day - Monday, November 2nd 

● Catholic Education Sunday - Sunday, November 8th 

● 1st Sunday of Advent – November 29 

 
School Events: 

November Holidays 
 

No School: 
 

Mon. November 9th & 10th 
(Wellness Days)  

 
Wed. November 11th 
(Remembrance Day) 

 
Thurs. November 12 

(Staff PD Day) 
 

See you back at school on  
Friday, November 13!! 

Kindergarten & 
 Retake Picture Day 

 
Thursday, November 26 

 

 

Report Cards 
 

High School reports 
will be available 

to view in PowerSchool 
 Wednesday, November 18th  

 

 
 

Elementary & Jr High 
report cards go out on 

 Wednesday, November 25th 



The Friends of St. Michael’s 
 
 

The Friends of St. Michael’s are our school 
booster club.  They support our school in many 

ways including: school activities, Dragon 
athletics, student awards, busing, Scientists in 

the Classroom, and much more.   
 

The Friends meet on the First Monday  
of the month!   

 
Friends of St. Michael's Information Page 

 
To support the Friends: 

● You can purchase Co-op Gift Cards (10% 
of the money comes back to our school) - 
contact the school for more information 

 

 

 
 

St. Michael’s School Council 
 

 
  New School Council Advisory: 
 

Chair - Christie Gustavison 
Vice Chair - Roxane Baalim 
Secretary - Leah Oyortey 

 
TO VIEW THE NEW COUNCIL’S NEWSLETTER MESSAGE CLICK  

HERE 
 

and go to “News & Updates” 
 

Next meeting: Monday Nov 30th @ 7pm 
 

For information about School Council, their 
Mission Statement or Meeting Minutes visit: 

 
School Council Information Page 

 
For more information regarding the School 

Council and updates on pandemic-related news, 
visit the Alberta School Council webpage: 

albertaschoolcouncils.ca  

 
School Messenger 
 

Please let the office know if your child is going to be absent.  Messages can be left after hours.  
 

This is done for the safety of our students.  Office: 403-627-3488 
 

When students need to leave school early, parents are asked to please call the office to let us 
know. 

   
Closed Campus: 

St. Michael’s School is a closed campus this year.  This means that only staff and students are 
permitted to come into our school  If you come to the school, please come to the front doors 

(beside the office) and call 403-627-3488 or knock on the window and we will be happy to come out 
and help you. Help us keep our students and staff safe by respecting these rules.  Thank you! 

 
Volunteer Protocols: 
Interested in volunteering? Even though we are a closed campus, volunteers are now allowed in 
certain situations (for eg:  field trip volunteers) There are protocols to follow, but if you're interested 
please contact the school office for more information! 

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/friends_of_st_michaels
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=20673735&pageId=22139635
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/school_council
https://www.albertaschoolcouncils.ca/


St. Michael’s Live Calendars: 
SMPC Events Calendar 

 
 

 Year Calendar at a glance 
 

Kindergarten Year at a glance 

Holy Spirit Board Meetings:      To view the Holy Spirit Board meeting dates and meeting briefs: 
 

 

Board Meetings and Briefs 

Health & Wellness:   

New Covid Screening Sheet 

 

Have an appointment?  If your child has an appointment during school hours, it is very 
important that you connect with your child’s teacher AND the office so that we can 
help get your student out to you in a timely manner.  Please call 403-627-3488.   

Graduation Fundraiser:  Our grad class is selling Kernels Popcorn as a fundraiser 
to help offset some of their graduation fees.  They are selling for $2.25/20g bag. 
There are a variety of flavors to choose from.  You can use the following link to 
purchase it through SchoolCash online:       Kernels Popcorn Link 

Scholastic Book Fair:  Our school’s Book Fair is going online, so save the date! 

 From November 16th – November 27th 2020. Discover the newest books hot off the 
press, from the comfort of your home. Bonus: Every purchase supports our school 
and keeps kids reading. 

When it’s time to shop, visit our school’s Virtual Book Fair site using this link: Shop for Books 

 

 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/calendars/school_events_calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/calendars/2019-20_school_year_calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=20673735&pageId=24326228
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/board_administration/board_of_trustees/board_meetings
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/resources_publications/news/whats_new/new_covid_screening_info
https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/15798/179/False/True
https://bookfairs-canada.myshopify.com/pages/5149223
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https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/board_administration/board_of_trustees/board_meetings
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/board_administration/board_of_trustees/board_meetings


 

 



The “fruit of the Spirit” is evidence that our character is becoming 
more like Christ’s. Faithfulness is one of these nine fruits. When 
we think about this attribute, we cannot help thinking about the 
saints who so faithfully answered the call to holiness. When saints 
are canonized, we recognize someone who has been honoured as 
a hero or model of faith. But guess what? We are all called to be 
saints by virtue of our Baptism and we are called to imitate Christ 
by living a life of holiness. Our children though are not called to 
seek holiness in any particular way but according to their own 
nature, their own character, and the conditions of their own life.  

This month, talk to your children about what their God-given 
talents are and encourage them to use them to demonstrate in 
their own special way God’s compassionate love. This is how they 
will learn to connect that when they are being gracious at home 
and at school, they are actually doing what they can to faithfully 
live a holy life. Learn more about how you can help your child 
answer their call to holiness by watching a short video by  
Joe Paprocki here.

November
I can do all things through him who strengthens me!

f

On November 8, we proudly celebrate our schools as faith-filled 
learning communities on Catholic Education Sunday.  Holy 
Spirit Catholic Schools has created a booklet to explain 
the basics of our Catholic faith tradition and how you will 
experience this being lived out in your child’s school.  You 
can access the booklet here.

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools… where children are cherished  
and achieve their potential.

Living a virtuous life makes salvation possible. Ken Yasinski, a 
popular Catholic speaker from Saskatoon, reminds us that, “As 
Catholic parents, our number one goal is to get our children to 
heaven.” He and his wife Janelle have a wonderful video called 
“How to Teach Virtue to Children” that you can watch here. Each 
time your children hear our call to action to “be gracious” from 
our faith plan this year, it is a reminder to use the virtues to guide 
their day to day actions. This does not just happen at school of 
course. It is actually in the home where we first learn to live out 
our vocations. If we want to live each day with holiness, we must 
start with our own surroundings.   

We hope your family is enjoying the Mass 
Transit Cards to discuss the Sunday Gospel 
with your family. To access the November 
cards, click here.Catholic Education

Faith & Family

“I thank my God every time I remember you.”
(Philippians 1:3)

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools  ●  Department of Religious Education  ●  November 2020

We are all called to live holy lives but as Pope Francis always 
reminds us, we are not alone in this quest. Catholics believe in 
the communion of saints and we know that the saints who walk 
with us protect and guide us. We are grateful that they sustain 
and carry us when times are difficult. While we can always pray 
directly to God, we also know that we can ask that the saints 
pray for us too.  

This month, after your family says your prayers, ask your 
favourite saint, or perhaps the 
patron saint of your child’s 
school, to pray for your family.  
It’s as simple as saying at the 
end of your prayer, “St. Francis, 
pray for us.”

Resources:  Peter Gohn-Good Catholic-Catholic at Home (Peter Gohn);  
Saint of the Day (Leonard Foley and Pat McCloskey)

 Special Days to Remember

1    All Saints’ Day
2    All Souls’ Day
8    Catholic Education Sunday
11  Remembrance Day
25  Feast Day of St. Catherine of Alexandria

Be Gracious

Transformed by the Journey
Philippians 4:13

Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory

Be Grateful

Adapted from Called to Pray (Justin McClain)

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 
always excelling in the work of the Lord, 

because you know that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:58

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7NQVoq-kbI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/faith/religious_education/attends_a_Catholic_School
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0pOFTB87wY&feature=emb_logo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IBRIySCPpk6_hnI2xh55eTAROppvGNkB/view?usp=sharing






 

 


