
Principal’s Message

Dear families,

We’re midway through month two and it’s hard to believe with the changing of the seasons how fast time flies! I’d like to
highlight some exciting technological happenings and evolving platforms at our school that deserve a little showcase:

1. We now have a St. Michael’s School YouTube Channel which is an awesome place for you to watch live streamed
sports games, and special events happening at our school. To join, log into www.youtube.com and search for St.
Michael’s School Pincher Creek. When you find our channel click on ‘subscribe’ and you’ll be able to follow our
events throughout the year!

2. We have two wonderful candidates running in the October 18th election for Holy Spirit District Trustee position. To
view the recorded forum from October 13th click on this link. A worthy vote is an informed vote as they say!

3. Some of our Elementary teachers are piloting a new portfolio based reporting system this year called “SPACES”.
We know that with our current report card platform of ‘Eluminate’ in its last year before expiry, and with a new
curriculum on the horizon for next year that now is the time to explore different reporting means. Our division has
offered teachers an opportunity to try SPACES for this school year, or to remain with the current platform of
Eluminate. For those classes connected to the pilot (Gr 1/2E, 1/2F, 3/4E, 3/4F, 5/6F) parents should look for an email
and more upcoming information soon from your homeroom teacher.  We are excited for this new way to
communicate learning, showcase curricular tasks and make learning come alive in a new form of assessing and
reporting to parents, It’ll be a year of growth, trial, and adjusting, but we’re in it together, and we’ll do our best to
ensure our reporting responsibilities with this exciting platform throughout the year. For those classes not piloting
the program please be aware that this is the final year for the current reporting platform of Eluminate Report Cards.

This month we are focusing on St. Francis and the many ways his life and teachings here on earth can be applied to our
own current situations. We used the  song ‘Prayer of St. Francis’
in our Thanksgiving prayer service as a wonderful reminder for
us to stay focused, kind and share our talents and treasures
during these challenging pandemic times. I encourage you to
take a minute to listen and reflect by clicking LINK Through all
of our days ahead, toward Halloween and  into November, let’s
all remain steadfast in our commitment to bring our best selves
to the students we all serve and support.

May God continue to bless St. Michael’s School!

💛Ms. Schmidt

http://www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LatgSFhXFMY&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgzckkpstJM


FAITH FOCUS:
Care for God’s Creation

On October 4th we celebrated the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and the environment.  This is
the saint Pope Francis took his name in honor of when he became pope.
In May of 2015, Pope Francis released the papal encyclical entitled Laudato Si: Care for God’s Creation.  Laudato Si is
Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment. Did you Know? “Encyclical” means “circular letter.” They are formal letters
written by the popes, meant for teaching.  Here are seven key points from Laudato Si:

1) Response to the Cry of the Earth
Laudato Si was issued in 2015 to encourage us to be “protectors of creation, protectors of God’s plan inscribed in nature,
protectors of one another and of the environment.”
2) Response to the Cry of the Poor
As protectors of one another, Pope Francis calls us to also defend life, from conception to natural death, as well as all
forms of life on Earth. We should take special care of vulnerable and marginalized groups.
3) Ecological Economics
All of our activities have an impact on the world around us. We have to consider prayerfully how we balance satisfying our
needs with protecting our environment.
4) Adoption of Simple Lifestyles
Pope Francis is concerned about our level of consumerism. We need to be aware of how we use energy and resources.
5) Ecological Education
In Laudato Si, Pope Francis calls us to talk about and address the environment. We need to promote ecological vocations
among our youth.
6) Ecological Spirituality
Laudato Si comes from the first line of St. Francis’ Canticle of the Sun, which praises God for the beauty of creation. We
should encounter the natural world with wonder, praise, joy and gratitude.
7) Community Engagement and Participatory Action
We must “realize that the world is a gift which we have freely received” and protect it together for future generations by
living sustainably, in our community and in our world.

Impo�tan� Upcomin� Fait� Date�:
● October 24th - World Mission Sunday

● November 1st - All Saints Day

● November 2nd - All Souls Day



School Events:

Student  Holidays:
Monday, October 25: PD Day

No School for Students

Thursday, November 11: Remembrance Day
Friday, November 12: School is Closed

The Friends of St. Michael’s

The Friends of St. Michael’s are our school
booster club.  They support our school in many

ways including: school activities, Dragon
athletics, student awards, busing, Scientists in

the Classroom, and much more.

Next meeting: Mon. Nov. 1 via Zoom

Friends of St. Michael's Information Page

St. Michael’s School Council

School Council Advisory:
Chair - Christie Gustavison
Vice Chair - Roxane Baalim
Secretary - Leah Oyortey

Next Meeting:  Tues. Nov. 2 @ 7:00 pm via Zoom

School Council Info

As always, school council can be reached at
stmikesschoolcouncil@gmail.com, or the chair

directly at stmikesschoolcouncil.chair@gmail.com.

Don’t Forget…
cold weather is coming

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/friends_of_st_michaels
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=20673735&pageId=22139635
mailto:stmikesschoolcouncil.chair@gmail.com


What you Need to Know!

St. Michael’s Website:

Click here: St Michael's Website

Check out our school website for information such as: calendars, fees,
sta� contact information, our school handbook, bell times and so much more!

St. Michael’s Live Calendars:

School Events Calendar

2021-22 School Year Calendar

Holy Spirit Board Meetings:

To view the Holy Spirit Board meeting dates and meeting briefs:
Board Meetings and Briefs

Off Campus News:

October O� Campus Newsletter

Registration Updates: Registration updates are required for all of our
currently enrolled students.  If you have not done yours yet, please
complete it.

For help completing the Registration Update Form: Click here

Formal Friday: Dress up in your formal clothes on Friday,  November 5th in support of
Mental Health.

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/home
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/calendars/school_events_calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/school/calendars/school_year_calendar_2021-2022
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/board_administration/board_of_trustees/board_meetings
https://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20673651/File/Programs/Curricular%20Programs/Off%20Campus%20News%20October.pdf
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/registration/current_family_registration


School Cash Online: Parents, here are instructions to pay for school fees, sports fees, hot
lunches etc. through School Cash Online.  You only need to register one time for your child.

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=20673735&pageId=25727588


CORNER

St. Michael’s School is hosting a BOOK FAIR!!!
November 22nd - 26th 2021
Our School has not had a book fair in a lot of years, we are excited to be able to host one this year!
We will be following all Public Health recommendations to make sure all students and sta� are safe.
The fair will run the week of Parent Teacher interviews, when you come by appointment for your
parent teacher interview stop by the library!  There will also be an online link to support our fair.
Can’t wait to see you there!

Mrs. Marsh





October 2021
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(K-12)

23 24 25 26 27

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/board_administration/board_of_trustees/board_meetings

