
April 15th 2024

Rise
Above. 
Inspire
Greatness.Principal Message:

Dear families, 
We have reached the midpoint of the second semester for high school, and junior high school
students are beginning quarter 4 of options. Elementary students are enjoying more spring activities
and field trips. Overall, the school is a buzz of activity. Yet, our attendance rates are still showing a
significant amount of students with ‘unexcused absences.’ 

Is the dialer calling your home? That’s because when your child is away, unless you call/email in, the
absence is marked ‘A’ which is essentially ‘unexcused’ and signals the call-out system. Knowing the
reasons your child is away is helping us to track absenteeism, and dive into why so many of our
children of all ages are missing school. 

It’s no surprise that the pandemic impacted attitudes toward attending school, and ‘normalized’ being
away and at home. Even my own children have said, “I’ll just check the Google Classroom” when
desiring to stay home. How often are we excusing our children too easily? For good reason? This
month, I’m challenging all parents to really dive into why your child is missing school. Is it really
excused? Of course, things like doctors appointments, or illness are good reasons to be away. At these
times it’s important to call/email in so we can be on top of attendance data for your child(ren). 

We’ve made student attendance a priority this year, and are working hard to connect with families to
increase our attendance rates. We know that when children attend more, stronger social and
emotional connections are made amongst peers and staff, which in turn creates a more open
learning environment. The opposite is true when a child does not attend; connections are not as
strong, and learning becomes more challenging.   Maria Rogers, a child psychologist and Canada
Research Chair in Child Mental Health and Well Being at Carleton University reports, “Children who
attend school regularly generally have better emotional health, better relationships with teachers and
stronger social connections.”

So, let’s make consistent and regular attendance our goal for the remaining 11 weeks of school. We
love seeing your children in school, and enjoy helping them grow and learn even more! There’s more
information on the importance of regular attendance in a great article here.  So let’s show up! Cheers
to a great month of April! 

May God continue to bless St. Michael’s School.

💛Ms Schmidt
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https://www.holyfamilyps.qld.edu.au/parent-information/Pages/Attendance.aspx


Celebrating Drayton and Cheyenne on March 21st as we recognized
World Down Syndrome Day!

 We are blessed to have them at our school!

Thank you to the Friends of St. Michael’s
for sponsoring this fundraiser and to

everyone who supported it! 

Fresh Forward
Fundraiser! 



Our "Francophonie Celebration" activities included making crêpes,
Auguste Renoir Art , Notre Dame inspired "stained glass" project,

dancing, playing spoons, learning about the tradition of the Sugar
Shack and making of Maple syrup, playing French Trivia Kahoot and

Bingo and "les quilles" (bowling) in the gym.



SkaFNMI Grad Ribbon Skirt 
and Ribbon Shirt making



Ska
Congratulations to all of our students 

who skated in the “Boots and Bling” carnival on
March 23rd. It was an amazing show!!



Ska

The Knights of Columbus hosted their Easter,
“Keep Christ in Easter” Poster Contest.
We want to thank all the students for

participating. 

Our travel group had a wonderful
time in Italy over Easter break! 



F A I T H  F O C U S

@stmichaelspc

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/

mikeadmin@holyspirit.ab.ca

About Us

864 Christie Avenue, Pincher Creek, AB

403-627-3488

Office Hours:

Mon - Thurs 
8:00am - 4:00pm

Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm

Exploring Italy - A Beautiful Easter

This Easter I was blessed to be a part of the St. Michael's group that travelled to Italy.  Our recent trip to
Italy was more than just a sightseeing adventure—it was a pilgrimage, a journey of faith and discovery
through some of the most sacred sites of Catholicism. Venturing through Venice, Pisa, Florence, Rome, and
Assisi, our students delved into the richness of Italy's Catholic heritage, each city offering moments of
spiritual reflection.  I would like to share a few highlights of the trip.

In Pisa we learned about the history of baptisteries in Italy.  In the 12th century there was a resurgence of
the use of special buildings built specifically for the sacrament of baptism.  These were beautifully
constructed buildings built separate from the church.  One notable experience we had was experiencing
the intent of the dome built on the baptistery as one of the doormen stepped into the center of the
building and sang beautiful melodies which echoed through the whole building and allowed him to
harmonize with himself.  It brought to mind how many hymns have been raised praising God in that
building.

In Florence, the cradle of the Renaissance, our students marveled at the divine artistry of Michelangelo's
"David" and the sacred beauty of the Duomo. Amidst the bustling piazzas and bustling markets, we felt the
presence of saints and scholars who shaped the city's Catholic identity, igniting a renewed appreciation
for the union of faith and creativity.

In Rome we had the honor of visiting Santa Maria Maggiore basilica. The basilica is beautiful, with stunning
mosaics and a peaceful atmosphere. Inside, you can feel the history and faith of centuries.  Our tour guide
took us upstairs and told us that legend has it that the church was built after the Virgin Mary appeared in
a dream to Pope Liberius and a wealthy Roman couple, instructing them to build a church where snow
would fall on a hot August day. True to the dream, snow fell on the Esquiline Hill, leading to the construction
of the basilica. 

On our last full day of the trip we visited Assisi, a serene town embraced by the gentle hills of Umbria. Here,
amidst the olive groves and ancient stones, we walked in the footsteps of St. Francis and St. Clare,
experiencing firsthand the humility and devotion that define Franciscan spirituality. Visiting the Basilica of
St. Francis, we were moved by its simplicity and grace, finding solace in the prayers of the saints who have
gone before us.

I would highly recommend to anyone who is wanting to learn more about the Roman Catholic faith to
spend some time in Italy!  Taking time to reflect upon the rich artwork and architecture can truly bring the
history of the centuries of Catholicism alive!

Mark Wynder

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelspc?fref=nf
https://twitter.com/stmichaelspc?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3Astmichaelspc%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/


Leaving Early?!

Arriving Late?!

If your child needs to leave school
early, please notify the office at
403-627-3488 as early as possible.
Please also make sure you sign your
child out in the office when they
are leaving early!

Please stop in the office to sign in if
you arrive to school late!
Elementary school students are
considered late after 8:30am, and
Junior/Senior High students are
considered late after 8:40am.

School Communication
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division uses SchoolMessenger to improve our schools'
communication with parents and guardians. This service does not replace other
school communication methods. It is simply intended to extend beyond what we've
traditionally used to ensure timely communications and reduce the amount of
papers being sent home. 
If you would like to receive text messages for school closures please click here for
instructions and more information!

Please click the calendar to the left
to view the full year school

calendar!

Dates to remember

No School
May 17th - PD Day

No School
May 20th - Victoria Day

No School
May 27th - PD Day

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/contact_schools/school_communication_resources
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar


Dragon
Athletics! 

Dragons  played in a All-Star game April 21st

JUDO MEDALISTS @ PROVINCIALS! 
Greta Denie (SILVER) 

Zachary Clinton (SILVER) 



Masquerade
Gala 

$25 Entry

Doors Open
7:00pm

Live Music!
Appetizers & Drinks

 Auction Sponsored by the
 Friends of  St.  Michael’s

May
11th,2024

864 Christie Ave
Hosted By

St Michael’s  School and the
Leadership Class

18+

Starting At 8 :00pm



Dress Code:
No spaghetti straps/halter tops/one shoulder shirts/tube tops. 
Tank top/muscle shirt straps must be at least 4 centimeters in width 
Bra straps must not show 
Underwear, that of both ladies and gentlemen must not show Midriffs must be
covered. 
Shorts and skirts must be fingertip length (arms straight down at sides).
No hoodies with the hood up, sunglasses, during instructional school hours, or
during formal extra curricular activities such as the awards ceremonies
T-shirts/shirts/hoodies must not have advertising which depicts controversial,
obscene, rude, inappropriate and/or drugs and alcohol content on them. 





Jump Rope for Heart 
is coming to 

St. Michael’s School! 
Our Event Day: Friday, May 10

Have fun! 
Support a good cause! 

Win prizes!
Learn new tricks!

Stay fit!
Stay tuned for more information!



The Friends of St. Michael’s are selling elite socks with our Dragon logo on
it!! They are ONLY $10.00!
 They come in 2 sizes - sm/med and lg/xlarge.  Please contact Lori Jo
Ettenhofer at the school to purchase them or send money with your child.  
They would make fantastic Easter presents!!















Every session will take place in-
person at the Sandman Signature
in Lethbridge (320 Scenic Drive S,

Lethbridge). 
Online sessions will be available

on Google Meet.
Time

Doors open at 5:00pm with
dinner served at 5:30.

Presentation will start at 6pm and
go to 7:30pm.

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division Presents:

Mental Health Learning
Sessions

Location Please RSVP at

Digital Detox

Resiliency and Self-Care

ADHD - Understanding the
Diagnosis and Treatment Strategies

Healthy Relationships

Emotional Regulation - How to help
our kids when they have big feelings

Ft. Lethbridge Family Services

Ft. Lethbridge Family Services

Ft. Aleigha from True Balance Counselling 

Ft. Allie and Bailey from True Balance Counselling

Ft. Lethbridge Family Services

Feb15
2024

Apr18
2024

May14
2024

Jan

16
2024

Mar20
2024

(online & in-person)

or email willistone@holyspirit.ab.ca to
confirm registration.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC

First 50 registrations get a free dinner!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC


2024/2025 Registration Update

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/registration/current_family_registration








Father, we give You our school,
May it be a place where we love

to learn and learn to love; 
a place where everyone is

respected, and all are cherished.
St. Michael, give us the courage

to stand up for others as you did. 
Unite our school family in love,

truth and compassion. 
Walk with us, guide us, and

protect us, as we become who
you want us to be. 

Amen

St. Michael's School
Prayer


