
January/February 2025

Dear Parents and Caregivers,Dear Parents and Caregivers,

  Do you everDo you ever get tired of the school’s automatic ‘dialer’ calling get tired of the school’s automatic ‘dialer’ calling

you at home? Wonder why it’s calling? The answer is… your childyou at home? Wonder why it’s calling? The answer is… your child

is ABSENT! In order to avoid the ‘dialer’ callout on your phone:is ABSENT! In order to avoid the ‘dialer’ callout on your phone:

Ensure your child gets to school, and on time! Did you knowEnsure your child gets to school, and on time! Did you know

that studies have shown even missing 10% of the school daysthat studies have shown even missing 10% of the school days

affects crucial learning.affects crucial learning.   

Call the school when your child will be away! CommunicatingCall the school when your child will be away! Communicating

with the office by calling 403-627-3488 allows us to mark yourwith the office by calling 403-627-3488 allows us to mark your

child as ‘medical’ or ‘sick’ or ‘parent excused’ for the daychild as ‘medical’ or ‘sick’ or ‘parent excused’ for the day

which avoids the dialer.which avoids the dialer.   

Communicate to teachers! Teachers also have the ability toCommunicate to teachers! Teachers also have the ability to

change your child’s attendance and inform the office ofchange your child’s attendance and inform the office of

excused absences.excused absences.   

“Rise “Rise Above. Above. Inspire Inspire Greatness.”Greatness.”Principal’s Message:Principal’s Message:
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“Hello! This message is from St.
Michael’s School informing you
that your child, _________,
has been ABSENT from one or
more of their classes today.”



“Rise “Rise Above. Above. Inspire Inspire Greatness.”Greatness.”Principal’s Message:Principal’s Message:

22

May God continue to bless St. Michael’s School.May God continue to bless St. Michael’s School.   

💛Karen Schmidt💛Karen Schmidt        

PrincipalPrincipal

In all, we’re in a New Year, and a new semester! Let’s makeIn all, we’re in a New Year, and a new semester! Let’s make

2025 a time to improve our school attendance by ensuring2025 a time to improve our school attendance by ensuring

your child is healthy to come, and attending regularly. We ALLyour child is healthy to come, and attending regularly. We ALL

have a responsibility to ensure children are well equipped withhave a responsibility to ensure children are well equipped with

their learning; attending is the most important part! Whentheir learning; attending is the most important part! When

your child is away, we’re here to work together alongsideyour child is away, we’re here to work together alongside

available community support. 2025 is our year to commit toavailable community support. 2025 is our year to commit to

identify and address the underlying reasons for absenteeism,identify and address the underlying reasons for absenteeism,

and assist you as families to get your child to school- andand assist you as families to get your child to school- and

avoid the ‘dialer’!avoid the ‘dialer’!   
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School Communication
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division uses SchoolMessenger to improve our schools'
communication with parents and guardians. This service does not replace other
school communication methods. It is simply intended to extend beyond what we've
traditionally used to ensure timely communications and reduce the amount of
papers being sent home. 
If you would like to receive text messages for school closures please click here for
instructions and more information!

Leaving Early?!

Arriving Late?!

If your child needs to leave school
early, please notify the office at
403-627-3488 as early as possible.
Please also make sure you sign your
child out in the office when they
are leaving early!

Please stop in the office to sign in if
you arrive to school late! Elementary
school students are considered late
after 8:30am, and Junior/Senior High
students are considered late after
8:40am.

@stmichaelspc

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/

mikeadmin@holys
pirit.ab.ca

About Us

864 Christie Avenue,
Pincher Creek, AB

403-627-3488

Office Hours:

Mon - Thurs 
8:00am - 4:00pm

Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm
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https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/contact_schools/school_communication_resources
https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelspc?fref=nf
https://twitter.com/stmichaelspc?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3Astmichaelspc%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/
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Please click the calendar to the left
to view the full year school

calendar!

Ground Hog Day
Indigenous Language &
Culture Evening

FOSM Meeting
NEW STUDENT 
REGISTRATION

Valentine’s Day

Ribbon Skirt
Spirit Day

Grad Volleyball
Fundraising Tournament

Lockdown Practice
2pm

Family Day &
Reading Week
(No School)

Farm Safety
(Kinder - grade 6)

7, 14, 21, 28
Mini Basketball 

for grades 5 &6

 

 

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar




2025/2026 REGISTRATION

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division
...where children are cherished and achieve their potential.

New Student Registration Starts February 3, 2025
All Early Learning to Grade 12 students who are new to the division
and wish to enroll for the 2025/2026 school year are
invited to register online starting on Monday, February 3, 2025.

For More Information
Contact our Early Learning Supervisor to discuss Early Learning or

your child’s specialized programming requirements by phone (403-381-8495)
or email (earlylearning@holyspirit.ab.ca).

To inquire about Kindergarten, you can contact your local school.
Contact our French Language Consultant to discuss French Immersion

programming by phone (403-331-4458) or email (urquhartw@holyspirit.ab.ca).
Contact your child’s school, or visit the division’s website (holyspirit.ab.ca), if

you need assistance with the online registration process or have any questions.

Re-Registration Starts January 13, 2025
Families with students currently enrolled in our system should expect an email

during the week of January 13-17, 2025 asking that the online “Registration
Update Form” be completed for each child attending one of our schools in the

2025/2026 school year.

Parents/guardians who are hoping to register younger siblings new to the
division will also have the opportunity to do this at the same time that they

re-register older students.

Through play, our Early Learning Program is designed to 
stimulate the growing curiosity of children 3 and 4 years of age.
Kindergarten is designed for children 5 years of age 
on, or before, December 31, 2025.
Grade 1 registrants must be 6 years of age 
on, or before, December 31, 2025.
French Immersion is also available. Enrollment starts:

in Kindergarten/Grade 1 at École St. Mary in Lethbridge.
in Grade 1 at St. Michael’s School in Pincher Creek.

Holy Spirit Catholic
School Division

Bright Futures Begin Here

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/registration




88

French CornerFrench Corner
click for more informationclick for more information

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/french_immersion
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Kindergarten



Come into the office if you’d like to pay for student fees with debit/credit cards!
 We can take MasterCard, Visa, AMEX, and apple pay! 

C o n t a c t  Manon  Thauv e t t e  f o r  mor e
i n f o rma t i o n :  403  627 -7933

‘Tis The Season!!!
Time to sign-up for our Easter 2026

Trip to England and Scotland!!
For current grades 9-11 ONLY
Come explore castles, Scotland’s beautiful green hills,

London’s landmarks and spend a day at Warner
Bros and become a Hogwarts student for a day!!



parent
School council

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Get the chance to represent your child’s class monthly! 
Share school news and activities to and with other parents
in the class.
Get involved in planning & executing fun activities!
Meet once a month (1st Tuesdays at 7pm) .

1 parent representative for each class for Pre-K to grade 6.
1 parent representative for the whole of Junior High
1 parent representative for the whole of Senior High

s t m i k e s s c h o o l c o u n c i l . c h a i r @ g m a i l . c o m ,
m i k e a d m i n @ h o l y s p i r i t . a b . c a

Email:  Kathryn Marsh
Parent Council  Chair

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s



Dragon Athletics!
Follow our socials to stay updated!

@stmichaelspc

@srboysdragons
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Games and Gym
Schedule (link)

https://www.instagram.com/stmichaelspc/
https://www.instagram.com/srboysdragons/
https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelspc?fref=nf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oGR1sn46rLOou4sSCq-KXBTRKD-fuAnY/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111924467945356450868&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oGR1sn46rLOou4sSCq-KXBTRKD-fuAnY/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111924467945356450868&rtpof=true&sd=true


https://youtu.be/FYxV9sqSOXY
https://youtu.be/FYxV9sqSOXY


First Nations Metis
and Inuit (FNMI)
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Thanks to a grant from the Department of Canadian Heritage's
Indigenous Languages and Cultures program, our Niitsitapi Facilitator

team is hosting a series of language events for families in the Holy
Spirit Catholic School Division. We welcome our families to join our

team and our Elders throughout the year at various schools. 
Please contact Kendrick Fox foxk@holyspirit.ab.ca or Shelley Kirkvold

at 403 327-9555 kirkvolds@holyspirit.ab.ca for more information.
 

Good news! Billy Woitte, our Indigenous Student Wellness Access Guide
(ISWAG) may be able to offer transportation if funding allows.

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/aboriginal-peoples/languages.html
mailto:foxk@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:kirkvolds@holyspirit.ab.ca


Family School
Liaison
Counsellor News
St. Michael’s School

SENSORY BACKPACKS 

EXTRA RESOURCES 

These
teaching/learning
tools are in a
convenient
backpack and are
ready to borrow! 

Please call/text to
borrow one! Shay
403-634-2151

https://www.pincherlearn.ca/

https://www.pcfamilycentre.ca/calendar

https://www.brighterfuturesproject.com/parent-workshops

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS FOR ALL AGES 

https://instituteofchildpsychology.co m/freewebinars/

https://www.facebook.com/napifriendshi passociation

https://instituteofchildpsychology.c om/resources/

https://healthymindslearning.ca/
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Holy Spirit Catholic School Division 

Disconnect to Reconnect 
Anthea Boras, Deputy Superintendent 

Happy February Holy Spirit Family! Although February is the shortest month of the
year, it can often feel long as it’s typically one of the coldest here in Southern Alberta. 

In January, I had the privilege of participating in the Learn-Build-Go session. Some of 
my key takeaways included the importance of the seasons and the cultural 
significance of winter for our Indigenous peoples. Winter is a time for rest, reflection, 
and community gathering. This season is often dedicated to socializing, storytelling, 
and the passing on of traditional knowledge. 

As I listened and learned, I found myself connecting these insights with a recent book study I completed on 
The Anxious Generation: How the Great Rewiring of Childhood is Causing an Epidemic of Mental Illness by 
Jonathan Haidt. In his research, Haidt argues that the growing reliance on digital devices and social media 
has profoundly limited our connections with one another, contributing to a widespread decline in mental 
health and well-being.

Bringing these learnings together reinforced for me the importance of taking intentional breaks from 
screens, especially during this winter season. Let’s use this time to foster real connections, share stories, and 
engage in playful moments with the people we love. Disconnecting even a little can help us reconnect with 
what truly matters and nurture our mental health in meaningful ways. 
God Bless ~ Anthea 















to read more

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/documents/fb6a377e-9f25-4533-a647-2614e958a806/January%2030%202025%20HIS.pdf
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I would like to thank all clubs and businesses
that helped support the program through their

generous donations!
Friends of St. Michaels
Knights of Columbus
Cowley Lions Club
Pincher Lions Club
McDonald’s Pincher Creek
The Bright Pearl Restaurant
COOP Grocery Store
COOP Gas Bar
Antonio’s Pizza
Ascent Dental
Little Tee’s Hair Salon

With Respect,
TREVOR CLINTON

SCHOOL CARETAKER



No spaghetti straps/halter tops/one shoulder shirts/tube tops. 

Tank top/muscle shirt straps must be at least 4 centimeters in width 

Bra straps must not show 

Underwear, that of both ladies and gentlemen must not show Midriffs must be

covered. 

Shorts and skirts must be fingertip length (arms straight down at sides).

No hoodies with the hood up, sunglasses, during instructional school hours, or

during formal extra curricular activities such as the awards ceremonies

T-shirts/shirts/hoodies must not have advertising which depicts controversial,

obscene, rude, inappropriate and/or drugs and alcohol content on them. 

Mr. Smith is looking for old (working) cameras for his

Photography options class this year. Please drop off any

donations at the school office. Thank you! 

DRESS CODE:

WANTED:
WORKING CAMERAS!!
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Even if families do not meet the requirements, 
ALL applications will be considered!!
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Father, we give You our school,
May it be a place where we love to
learn and learn to love; 
a place where everyone is
respected, and all are cherished.
St. Michael, give us the courage to
stand up for others as you did. 
Unite our school family in love,
truth and compassion. 
Walk with us, guide us, and protect
us, as we become who you want us
to be. 

Amen
3535


