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Dear St. Michael’s School Families, ’,

Happy New Year! As we embark on the exciting journey that 2024 has in store for us, | would like to begin the
new year by emphasizing the crucial role that regular attendance plays in the success of our students from
Pre- Kindergarten all the way through to Grade 12. Chronic absenteeism is a growing problem throughout
schools and districts. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of chronically absent students has as
much as doubled, according to Attendance Works. Even in our own school, attendance rates have declined
since the pandemic ended, and our reasoning for ‘excusing absences’ has broadened. All of this causes an
urgency for us all to revisit. Are we really supporting the academic education of our children best if we are
not addressing attendance issues?

January marks the beginning of a new year—a time for fresh starts and setting new goals. It is an
opportune moment for our students to reflect on their commitment to their education. Regular attendance
is not just a requirement; it is the cornerstone of a strong foundation for academic achievement. Under the
Education Act parents and schools have a legal responsibility to ensure we are working together to make
sure your child(ren) is/are attending regularly.

Research consistently shows that students who attend school regularly are more likely to succeed
academically. Consistent attendance fosters a sense of routine, responsibility, and discipline that are
essential for a student's overall development. On the flip side, when students miss a significant amount of
time at school data shows struggles in not only academic achievement, but worrisome maintenance of
positive mental health in relation to peer relationships, and social emotional connections. In fact, we know
that even missing 10% of the school days is significant learning loss.

This January, let's encourage our students to set new attendance goals for the upcoming semester.
Whether it's aiming for perfect attendance, reducing tardiness, or overcoming challenges that may hinder
regular attendance, every small effort contributes to a big impact on their education. Some ways that our
school tries to encourage regular attendance is through our daily breakfast program, offering exciting Spirit
Days and activities throughout each month to engage students in wanting to attend. Staff has set
relationship building goals for the past 3 years to ensure we are all making positive connections with
students to ensure that we are supporting all of our family situations and barriers. Even our student
athletics requires students to attend regularly in order to participate fully in our extracurricular sports.
Parents, your partnership in reinforcing the importance of attendance is invaluable. Consistent attendance
not only promotes strong academic performance but also instills lifelong habits that will benefit your child
in future endeavors.

As we embark on this new year, let us all recognize the importance of strong attendance for strong learning.
Together, as a school community, let's ensure that our students are present and engaged in their
education, setting the stage for a successful and fulfilling academic journey.
Wishing you all a wonderful and productive year ahead!

May God continue to bless St. Michael’s School. 6W w —
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Schoel success starts
with attendance

WMs. Schmidt
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Christmas Banquet Preparations!  Staff

and Students prepared lasagna’s and
decorated.
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Christmas Banquet 2023 was a
success! Everyone enjoyed a fabulous
meal and had fun at the dance!




' Our Grade 10's participated in
the “Flour Baby Project”
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In the coming months St. Michael's school would like to highlight the importance of
attendance. With the Faith Focus section of January's newsletter, let's explore the
incredible impact of being present, drawing inspiration from Mary.

As Catholics, one of the shining examples we look to is the 'yes' of Mary to God,
agreeing to be the mother of Jesus. Just like Mary embraced her role with
dedication, showing up for all we do each day is our chance to unwrap the gifts God
has for us. Every day coming to school gives us the gift of education. Every class
missed is a missed opportunity to discover, learn, and lay the groundwork for our
unique futures.

As well we know Mary's 'yes' wasn't just about her—it was about joining something
bigger. Similarly, our St. Michael's school community thrives when each of us is
present, contributing to the warmth and richness of our shared experiences. God has
given each of us unique gifts, talents and personalities, which all contribute to the
community God is calling us to become, and it is our calling to be present and
engaged! Paul spoke of this in his first letter to the Corinthians (chapter 17:12-17).
Paul encourages us that as believers together we are one body, and just like one
body we are made up of many parts. Each of these parts are critical to the overall
body—for example he asks if the whole body was an eye, where would the hearing
be, or just because the foot is not the hand it doesn't make it any less part of the
body. God has put this community together as the body of Christ, and we are all
important parts of this body of Christ.

So, let's make the rest of this academic year a series of our own 'yeses. Each day we
show up at St. Michael's School, we're saying 'yes' to the incredible gifts of education
and community that make our school special.

Mark Wynder
Associate Principal
(403) 627-3488 Office Hours:

f facebook @ @stmichaelspc Mon - Thurs

9 864 Christie Avenue, Pincher Creek, AB D mikeadmin@holyspirit.ab.ca 8:00am - 4:00 pm

Friday

* ’ % 403-627-3488 @ https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/ 8:00am - 2:00pm



https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelspc?fref=nf
https://twitter.com/stmichaelspc?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3Astmichaelspc%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/

Dates to remember

WHEN YOU GET OUT;OF SCHOOL
EARLY

&School Communication

To: 978338°

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division uses SchoolMessenger to improve our schools'

. communication with parents and guardians. This service does not replace other
school communication methods. It is simply intended to extend beyond what we've
traditionally used to ensure timely communications and reduce the amount of
papers being sent home.
If you would like to receive text messages for school closures please click here for
instructions and more information!



https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/contact_schools/school_communication_resources
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar

DRAGON

ATHLETICS!

Congratulations to our JV boys basketball team
who won their tournament in Picture Butte

Sr. High girls basketball team who placed
3rd at their tournament in Rosemary
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We are excited to announce that St. Michael’s School will be
hosting the Senior Boys 1A Volleyball Provincials!!!
November 21st - 23rd 2024
More details to come, we will be looking for committee

members and sponsors for the event.

£ GO DRAGONS GO!

_




Pre-Kto Grade 6 qng their famjlies! (Parental
Supervisionis Required)

At St. Michael’'sSchool I'- -;\
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TheFriends of 5t. Michael'sare raisingfundsto | ‘.
continue supporting schoolactivitiesand ‘
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PhotoBooth Dance (MusicBy

Blue Rock Music)
BalloonPop (55 per

play. WinPrizes!)
ConcessionAvailable:HotDogs, Chips, Popand CandyBags!

PrePurchaseyourticketatthe office toreceive afree balloon popticket!



Dress Code:

No spaghetti straps/halter tops/one shoulder shirts/tube tops.

Tank top/muscle shirt straps must be at least 4 centimeters in width

Bra straps must not show

Underwear, that of both ladies and gentlemen must not show Midriffs must be

covered.

Shorts and skirts must be fingertip length (arms straight down at sides).

e No hoodies with the hood up, sunglasses, during instructional school hours, or
during formal extra curricular activities such as the awards ceremonies

e T-shirts/shirts/hoodies must not have advertising which depicts controversial,

obscene, rude, inappropriate and/or drugs and alcohol content on them.

ONE BOOK, FIVE SCHOOLS!

We will be revealing the title of the
1 Book, 5 Schools book on
Friday January 26th!

We hope you will be able to read along with us!

Books and a reading schedule will be sent
home with the youngest in the family.




Class Photos!

St. Michael’s School class
photos are ready to order, the
Order forms are being sent home.
See form below for more details!

St. Michael’s 2023/24 Class Photos
By Jessica Maunsell* Photography

Please fill out this form if you would like to purchase your students’ class photo.
(students who were not here on picture day will not be in their class photo)

Here are the options to purchase: (Please circle your option(s))

Printed (5x7) — $8.00 Printed(8x10) —- $10.00 Digital copy — $5.00

Students Name: Grade: Total$:

Orders must be in by February 28th.
Payment options: Cash - (please send to the school with the filled out form)
Etansfer: maunsellphoto@hotmail ca (Please include your students name/grade)




February 28th 2024 is Pink Shirt
Day! Pink Shirt Day is an
annual event against bullying

St. Michael’s School is placing a bulk T-Shirt order this year

from_Pink Shirt Day Canada.ca you can order your student a

shirt on School Cash Online! They are $20.50 and the order
deadline is January 31st 2024.

Remember to wear a jersey
for Winter Walk Day on

February 7, 2024

Open the Door and Go For It!

Meet with the Recreation Staff for a walk
12:00 pm at Pool Lobby



https://pinkshirtdaycanada.ca/official-pink-shirt-day-t-shirts-hoodies/?mc_cid=b79b2f03cd&mc_eid=e90e963172

Emily Williston Billy Woitte

SWAG ISWAG
Student Wellnen Accens Caide Indigenous Stadent Wellness Accean Guide:
Holy Sp it Catholic Schoo] Division Holy Spirit Catholic School Division
st Pty

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division Presents:

Mental Health Learnin
Sessmns

Location Please RSVP at
(online & in-person) First 50 registrations get a free dinner!
Every session will take place In- https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC

person at the Sandman Signature
In Lethbridge (320 Scenic Drive S,
Lethbridge).
Online sessions will be available
on Google Meet.

Time
Doors open at 5:00pm with

dinner served at 5:30.

Presentation will start at 6pm and

. or email willistone@holyspirit.ab.ca to
g0 to 7'3Opm' confirm regstr%t?on

/ Resiliency and Self-Care Jﬁ;

Ft. Lethbridge Family Services 2024

/ 'i“g i Healthy Relationships

2024 Ft. Lethbridge Family Services

ADHD - Understanding the

Diagnosis and Treatment Strategies
Ft. Aleigha from True Balance Counselling

ﬂ; ' Emotional Regulation - How to help
our kids when they have big feelings

2028 Ft. Allie and Bailey from True Balance Counselling

.J.,-—

Didital Detox
Ft. Lethbridge Family Services



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC

Pincher Creek
Community Early
Learning Centre
Is Hiring!!

for more iInformation please
email Executive Director
Ola Crook at:
ola@pincherchildcare.ca


mailto:ola@pincherchildcare.ca

Take the next step with...

Holy Spirit Catholic

School Division
2024 / 2025 REGISTRATION

Re-Registration Starts January 15, 2024

Families with students currently enrolled in our system should expect an email
during the week of January 15-19, 2024 asking that the online “Registration
Update Form” be completed for each child attending one of our schools in the

2024/2025 school year. 2024 /2025 Registration Update

i Parents/guardians who are hoping to register younger siblings new to the
division will also have the opportunity to do this at the same time that they
re-register older students.

New Student Registration Starts February 1, 2024

All Early Learning to Grade 12 students who are new to the division and wish

to enroll for the 2024 /2025 school year are invited to register online starting on
Thursday, February 1, 2024,

= Through play, our Early Learning Program is designed to stimulate the
growing curiosity of children 3 and 4 years of age.
« Kindergarten is designed for children 5 years of age on, or before,
December 31, 2024.
» Grade 1 registrants must be 6 years of age on, or before, December 31, 2024.
« French Immersion is also available. Enrollment starts:
o in Kindergarten/Grade 1 at Ecole St. Mary in Lethbridge.
o in Grade 1 at St. Michael's School in Pincher Creek.

For More Information

Contact our Early Learning Supervisor to discuss Early Learning or your child’s
specialized programming requirements by phone (403-381-8495) or email
(earlylearning@holyspirit.ab.ca).

¥ To inquire about Kindergarten, you can contact your local school.

* Contact our French Language Consultant to discuss French Immersion
programming by phone (403-331-4458) or email (urquhartw@holyspirit.ab.ca).

Contact your child’s school, or visit the division’s website (holyspirit.ab.ca), if
you need assistance with the online registration process or have any questions.

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division

...where children are cherished and achieve their potential.



https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/registration/current_family_registration

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division
Annual Education Assurance Report Summary 2022 /2023

S — Fall 2023 Supplemental Measures Summary —

Our finances must slways reflect our 16 schiosls and | outreach centre
valises. To support excellence in learming = ] E
Holy Spirit Reman Cathelie 5,076 students from Kindergarten 1o
and ensure that all studenss. receive e ‘:: L'.r;dc 12 ’ S
opportunities to become the persons 225 ehildren in Early Learning
God ereated them to be, financial - - = Programs :
allccations must support 3 maximum e ke 2 L 49833 FTE stall members
allotment of dollars to the cassroom 3 2 25 Very : Proudly serving the commisnities of
and equity in the distribution of these Bow Island, Coaldabe, Lethbridge
dlollars. = - i Picture Butte, Pincher Creck, Taber
and surrounding areas

The 202272023  actual  operating
expenditures for the school division
were SE5A1ZTEZ OF this total, nearly
7% was focused on ECS to Grade 12 ; 5 " " 5 . For More Information
nstruction:
2, 02 4. A Excellent 41, Basil Catholi: Ediscation Centre
620012 B Strect Noath, Lethbridge, ARTIH 207
Phome: #03-327-9555

Division Reports, Plan and Financial Information can be found
o i divisson's websate at
ot hianiriLal.cl

Falkow us on social media HolySpiritRhCS0

Priorities and Successes

. Friority : High quality instruction rooted in sound research 4: Foster o culture of wellmess that s foundational
mLMﬂmmmumm-n Priority 2 First Nations, Métis and Inuit education for all. i et oo iy e g Priosity ==y
bearncrs,

I anzfzmuudhﬂmbepn Three Year Faith
P’]‘m, “Arise! Pilgrims of Hope™ il - wmmmwm;"m Cur staff continues 1o recogatze the importance
e TS ey Facicanes, Sminruteey o ST, cootien: o) soppot of fondational skills by providing mltiple opportunitices for
Results we are most proud of: [ B % and build scrosg real life learning, Cur results show the success we've had
« OR5% of stafl fell the (4 In 2022-2023, we continued to engage in reconciliation through deep dives into the curriculam and engaging our
Faith Plan theme inspired ' 1 . practices ¥ students in relevant besming experienoes.
and helped. | &% renewing and fostering relationships with Indigersous
LY Elders, parents. families and stdents, both on- and off-
FERETVE L SUPPORT this priarity. Measure Holy Spirit
Edacation Quiality 90.7%

Welcosning, Caring, Respectful & Safe] o o
Learning Environment g

Stisdents engaged in their leaming | 86.0%
Access 1o Supports & Services B23%
3-Year High School Completion | 90.4%

GOOD SCHOOL ATTENDANCE MEANS...

24

succesd in

)

MIDDLE HIGH SCHOOLERS COLLEGE
SCHOOLERS STUDENTS

ELEMEMNTARY
STUDENTS

stay on track for
important graduation
COUrses

their jobs

read well by the earn their degrees

end of third grade

Too many absences—excused or unexcused—can keep students from Attendance

succeeding in school and in life. How many are too many? 10% of the school workS
year—that’s |8 missed days or 2 days a month—can knock students off track. [OST——



Healthy Albarians.

Healthy Communities
January 17, 2024 Together.

Hello parents, guardians, and caregivers:
Fe: School Routine Immunization Program within Alberta Health Senvices (AHS) South Zone.

AHS reminder phone calls and texts about school routine immunizations (non-COVID) are sent as needed o
alert parents, guardians, and caregivers about retuming paper consent forms for in-school immunizations, or to
alert caregivers about immunization eligibility.

Recently, a “retum consent form” reminder phone call and/or text message was sent to families for students in
grade 9 who have not yet retumed consent formis) for the dTap vaccine (i.e., Diphtheria, Tetanus, acellular
Pertussis —also known as Whooping Cough) and MenC-ACYW-135 vaccine (i.e_, Meningococcal guadnvalent
conjugate vaccine, which protects against four types of bacteria that cause meningococcal disease).

Immunizations have begun for some grade 9 students; however, most grade 9 students will be immunized in
March 2024 . Your child will only be immunized if you have provided written or verbal telephone consent. If your
child missed receiving the immunizations at school, the nurse may be returmning to the school before the end of
the school year as able.

Other routine school immunizations (non-COVID) offered as a reminder:

« |mmunizations offered in school in grade 6 for Hepatitis B and Human Papillomavinus vaccine senes
each year. We have provided first doses to most grade 6 students in fall 2023; for those students
whose parent consented for the vaccine(s), the next dose is due in spring 2024 .

« Students in grade 1 who have missed the pre-kindergarten routine booster can be updated at your
nearest local community health office - please call to book an appointment.

« Children who are homeschooled may obtain routine school-aged immunizations at your nearest local
community health office by appointment.

How to obtain routine school immunizations (non-COVID) for your child:

« Sign and retumn the immunization consent form to your child's school as soon as possible if you would
like your child immunized in the school setting.

e [ there is one or more vaccines you do not wish your child to receive, write REFLUSED across the
vaccine(s) you do not want and retumn all consent form(s) to the school.

« You may also provide verbal telephone consent to a public health nurse by calling your local community
health office.

« (Call to book an appointment at your local community health office.

e [fyou are unsure if your child is due for school routine (non-COVID) immunizations, please ask to
speak to a public health nurse.

If you have any questions, please contact your local community health office. To find your community health
office, visit: Find Healthcare - Search (albertahealthsenvices.ca) (Select: “Search by Facility Type', then choose
‘Public Health Centres’, then in "Location’ field choose your location).

If you have questions about school routine immunizations or would like to view the routine immunization

schedule, please visit ahs caimmunize, ImMmUNZaEIon and routine

Immumnizaton schedue | Albera.ca
Sincerely,

Allison Gonsalves, MD, FRCPC

Medical Officer of Health
Alberta Health Services — South Zone

Medical Officers of Health, South Zone l r— T

801 1 Avenue South - Lethbridge AB T1J 4L5 HNW Alberta Health m

wwwy ahs calmoh M Services o
Public Health

AN S
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Edmonton Regional Alberta Professional

LEARNING CONSORTIUM Development Consortia

The Learning Consortium and
professional development
consortia have lots of
Professional Development for
Parents and Teachers
Check it out here:
https://erlc.ca/
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https://erlc.ca/

KIDSPORT PINCHER CREEK
2023 INCOME CUT-OFFS INFORMATION

Let's get kids back to sport this fall! If your family income is at or less
than the following Income Cut-Offs, we welcome your application for
funding of up to $350 per child, per yvear towards your child’s sport
registration fee(s). Applicants to live within the Town or M.D. of Pincher
Creek and registered in an ongoing sport or activity that is led by a
qualified coach or instructor.

Household Size (Includes Kids) Income Cut-off

2 Persons $54,864

3 Persons $67,449

4 Persons $81,891

5 Persons $92,880

6 Persons $104,752

7 or more Persons $116,627

TO APPLY:
Complete a KidSport Application Form and attach a copy of one of the
following to verify your income eligibility.
¢ Notice of Assessment for EACH adult in the home for the most
recent tax year

Child Health Benefit Letter
Subsidized Housing Kidw
Canada Child Benefit Notice ™

[ncome Support SoALL Kids Can Play!
Three Consecutive Pay Stubs

Complete a KidSport Application Form and have it signed by an
Endorser i.e. school principal, social worker, member of clergy,
doctor etc. that can verify your family situation or need.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Pincher Creek KidSport c/o of the Recreation Office
895 Main Street, Pincher Creek, AB TOK 1W0

Phone 403-627-4322 or email pinchercreek@kidsport.ab.ca
Application forms can also be accessed at https://kidsportcanada.ca




FECH LAeUAGEE CEUTRE
IMWVERGTY OF LETUBRDSE

Unbversity af

Lethbridge

Mon. Jan. 29
6:30 pm, 5AB002

La Belle Epoque
(2019)

Orama- R

D NI 25 BedDs

Wictor, a disllhsloned
sexagenarian, sees his
|ifie turmead 1pside
down on the day when
Antoine. 3 brilliant

e frepren e, offers
hilm a new kind of
attraction. Mixdng
theatrical artifices and
histonical
reconstuction, this
company offiers his
dients a chance to
dive badk into the era
of thelr dsice. Vicor
then choosss o relive
the mast memorablie
wosk of his Iife; the
o2 during whidh, 40
years earller, he met
the lowe of this Iife.

|

MONTFENSIER

Tues. Jan. 30
6:30 pm, SAB002

La Princesse de
Montpensier: The
Princass of
Montpensier (2010)
His iocal D ms

— Mot Eted

[ir. Berfrand Tavermer

During the French Wars
of Religion, heiress
Marie (Metanie Thisrmyl
finds that her father, the
Marquis de Méziéres
[Philipp= Magnan], has
amanged for her to
marry the Prince of
Montpensier [Grégaire
Leprince-Ringuet), a war
her with favorable
political connections.
Marie, however, is in
ove with Henri de Guise
[Gaspard Wiell, 2
soldier who & less
socially revered than the
prince. But Marie's
protestations are for
nougit, and conflict

emsues on the battlefield
and in the bedroom.

i
-

K
| plangeur

Wed. Jan. 31
6:30 pm, SAB0O2

Le Plongeur [ The
Dishwasher (2023)
Orama - N rated
[, Francis Leclen

Mantreal (in Canada),
winitar 2002, Stéphane,
3 19-year-oid metal fan
and graphic design
stsdent, dreams of
becoming an
Iestrator. But for
moniths he has been
caught up In 2
dowmwand spiral; he
addicted to gambling.
Debt-ridden, without
an apartment, avolding
his friends towhom he
owes money, Stéphane
takesajobasa
dishwasher In a diner
to get by, He discovers
the fast-paced lifieof 2
restaurant as the
hiolidzys approadh and
Iits crowd of dharacters.

Free and open to all

Jan. 29 - Feb. 3, 2024
Monday - Saturday

Popcorn and refreshments

English subtitles

Monday - Friday films will be held in

EMO Auditorium - Soience Commons (SA8002)
Saturday film will be held at the Mowie Mill

Thurs. Feb. 1
6:30 pm, SAB002

Arsenault & Fls
(2023)

Crime Drama

— N rated

Dir. Raphael Oueliet

The Arsanauits, 3 tight-
knilt family, have nuled
for generations In 2
small willage in Bas-du-
Flewve, Quebac The
return of Anthony, the
youngest of the family,
then the amival of
Emille, a radio host
who exaris 3 sirong
Inflisence on Anthomy
and especially his older
brother Adam, will
come to fest the
harmony of the clan.

Fri. Feb. 2
4:30 pm, SA8002

FREE PIZZA
AND DRINKS

Merci Pour Tout
(2020)

Comedy - PG
Or; Lo iwse
Arifzmbaut

Skters Marlanng and
Christin travel to the
tagdalen klands,
where they will spread
thelr father's ashes
and flee thelr personal
problems, without
realizing that they
carmy them with them,
Iiterally and
figuratively.

LA Lisiflioe pu
PAPILLON

Sat. Feb. 3

10 am

In collaboration
with Cinemagine
Jeunesse, this
movie will be
presented at the
Movie Mill

La Légende du
Papillon (2023)
Arimation - &
it Sophie Roy

Butterfly Tak Is an
animated feature film
for the whale family
et along the diverse,
plcturesgue and ever-
changing backdrop of
the great Maonarch
Dutterfly migration.

A hearbwarming tale of
a gutsy and lowveable
yot Inept, one-winged
Dusttorfly, named
Patrick whi stows
away In 3 milkweed
traller In order to be
part of the [jourmey.
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- Welcome toournew
FNMI facilitator

Tracy Wolfe!

Contact Tracy at the school anytime -
~ 403-627-3488







