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Dear St. Michael’s School Families,  
Happy New Year! As we embark on the exciting journey that 2024 has in store for us, I would like to begin the
new year by emphasizing the crucial role that regular attendance plays in the success of our students from
Pre- Kindergarten all the way through to Grade 12. Chronic absenteeism is a growing problem throughout
schools and districts. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of chronically absent students has as
much as doubled, according to Attendance Works. Even in our own school, attendance rates have declined
since the pandemic ended, and our reasoning for ‘excusing absences’ has broadened. All of this causes an
urgency for us all to revisit. Are we really supporting the academic education of our children best if we are
not addressing attendance issues? 
January marks the beginning of a new year—a time for fresh starts and setting new goals. It is an
opportune moment for our students to reflect on their commitment to their education. Regular attendance
is not just a requirement; it is the cornerstone of a strong foundation for academic achievement. Under the
Education Act parents and schools have a legal responsibility to ensure we are working together to make
sure your child(ren) is/are attending regularly. 
Research consistently shows that students who attend school regularly are more likely to succeed
academically. Consistent attendance fosters a sense of routine, responsibility, and discipline that are
essential for a student's overall development. On the flip side, when students miss a significant amount of
time at school data shows struggles in not only academic achievement, but worrisome maintenance of
positive mental health in relation to peer relationships, and social emotional connections. In fact, we know
that even missing 10% of the school days is significant learning loss. 
This January, let's encourage our students to set new attendance goals for the upcoming semester.
Whether it's aiming for perfect attendance, reducing tardiness, or overcoming challenges that may hinder
regular attendance, every small effort contributes to a big impact on their education. Some ways that our
school tries to encourage regular attendance is through our daily breakfast program, offering exciting Spirit
Days and activities throughout each month to engage students in wanting to attend. Staff has set
relationship building goals for the past 3 years to ensure we are all making positive connections with
students to ensure that we are supporting all of our family situations and barriers. Even our student
athletics requires students to attend regularly in order to participate fully in our extracurricular sports. 
Parents, your partnership in reinforcing the importance of attendance is invaluable. Consistent attendance
not only promotes strong academic performance but also instills lifelong habits that will benefit your child
in future endeavors.
As we embark on this new year, let us all recognize the importance of strong attendance for strong learning.
Together, as a school community, let's ensure that our students are present and engaged in their
education, setting the stage for a successful and fulfilling academic journey.
Wishing you all a wonderful and productive year ahead!
May God continue to bless St. Michael’s School.

💛Ms. Schmidt
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Christmas Banquet Preparations!      Staff
and Students prepared lasagna’s and

decorated. 

Christmas Banquet 2023 was a
success! Everyone enjoyed a fabulous

meal and had fun at the dance! 



Christmas dress up days

Our Grade 10’s participated in
the “Flour Baby Project”



@stmichaelspc

https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/

mikeadmin@holyspirit.ab.ca

About Us

864 Christie Avenue, Pincher Creek, AB

403-627-3488

F A I T H  F O C U S

Office Hours:

Mon - Thurs 
8:00am - 4:00pm

Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm

In the coming months St. Michael's school would like to highlight the importance of
attendance. With the Faith Focus section of January's newsletter, let's explore the
incredible impact of being present, drawing inspiration from Mary.

As Catholics, one of the shining examples we look to is the 'yes' of Mary to God,
agreeing to be the mother of Jesus.  Just like Mary embraced her role with
dedication, showing up for all we do each day is our chance to unwrap the gifts God
has for us.  Every day coming to school gives us the gift of education.  Every class
missed is a missed opportunity to discover, learn, and lay the groundwork for our
unique futures.

As well we know Mary's 'yes' wasn't just about her—it was about joining something
bigger. Similarly, our St. Michael's school community thrives when each of us is
present, contributing to the warmth and richness of our shared experiences.  God has
given each of us unique gifts, talents and personalities, which all contribute to the
community God is calling us to become, and it is our calling to be present and
engaged!  Paul spoke of this in his first letter to the Corinthians (chapter 17:12-17).  
Paul encourages us that as believers together we are one body, and just like one
body we are made up of many parts.  Each of these parts are critical to the overall
body—for example he asks if the whole body was an eye, where would the hearing
be, or just because the foot is not the hand it doesn't make it any less part of the
body.  God has put this community together as the body of Christ, and we are all
important parts of this body of Christ.

So, let's make the rest of this academic year a series of our own 'yeses.' Each day we
show up at St. Michael's School, we're saying 'yes' to the incredible gifts of education
and community that make our school special.

Mark Wynder
Associate Principal
(403) 627-3488

https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelspc?fref=nf
https://twitter.com/stmichaelspc?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3Astmichaelspc%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/


Leaving Early?!

Arriving Late?!

If your child needs to leave school
early, please notify the office at
403-627-3488 as early as possible.
Please also make sure you sign your
child out in the office when they
are leaving early!

Please stop in the office to sign in if
you arrive to school late!
Elementary school students are
considered late after 8:30am, and
Junior/Senior High students are
considered late after 8:40am.

School Communication
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division uses SchoolMessenger to improve our schools'
communication with parents and guardians. This service does not replace other
school communication methods. It is simply intended to extend beyond what we've
traditionally used to ensure timely communications and reduce the amount of
papers being sent home. 
If you would like to receive text messages for school closures please click here for
instructions and more information!

1 Book, 5 Schools 
The elementary read along starts on Jan 26th! 

Please click the calendar to the left
to view the full year school

calendar!

Dates to remember
PD Day January 30th

No School for Students

No School Feb 19th - 23rd
Family day/Reading week

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/contact_schools/school_communication_resources
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar
https://smpc.holyspirit.ab.ca/calendar


Sr. High girls basketball team who placed
3rd at their tournament in Rosemary

The Junior B girls Basketball Team

Dragon
Athletics! 

Congratulations to our JV boys basketball team
who won their tournament in Picture Butte

 We are excited to announce that St. Michael’s School will be
hosting the Senior Boys 1A Volleyball Provincials!!! 

November 21st - 23rd 2024
More details to come, we will be looking for committee

members and sponsors for the event. 

GO DRAGONS GO! 





Dress Code:
No spaghetti straps/halter tops/one shoulder shirts/tube tops. 
Tank top/muscle shirt straps must be at least 4 centimeters in width 
Bra straps must not show 
Underwear, that of both ladies and gentlemen must not show Midriffs must be
covered. 
Shorts and skirts must be fingertip length (arms straight down at sides).
No hoodies with the hood up, sunglasses, during instructional school hours, or
during formal extra curricular activities such as the awards ceremonies
T-shirts/shirts/hoodies must not have advertising which depicts controversial,
obscene, rude, inappropriate and/or drugs and alcohol content on them. 

ONE BOOK, FIVE SCHOOLS! 
We will be revealing the title of the 

1 Book, 5 Schools book on 
Friday January 26th! 

 
We hope you will be able to read along with us!

 
Books and a reading schedule will be sent

home with the youngest in the family. 



Class Photos! 
St. Michael’s School class 

photos are ready to order, the 
Order forms are being sent home. 
See form below for more details!  



Remember to wear a jersey
 for Winter Walk Day on

February 28th 2024 is Pink Shirt
Day! Pink Shirt Day is an

 annual event against bullying
St. Michael’s School is placing a bulk T-Shirt order this year
from Pink Shirt Day Canada.ca you can order your student a
shirt on School Cash Online! They are $20.50 and the order

deadline is January 31st 2024. 

https://pinkshirtdaycanada.ca/official-pink-shirt-day-t-shirts-hoodies/?mc_cid=b79b2f03cd&mc_eid=e90e963172


Every session will take place in-
person at the Sandman Signature
in Lethbridge (320 Scenic Drive S,

Lethbridge). 
Online sessions will be available

on Google Meet.
Time

Doors open at 5:00pm with
dinner served at 5:30.

Presentation will start at 6pm and
go to 7:30pm.

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division Presents:

Mental Health Learning
Sessions

Location Please RSVP at

Digital Detox

Resiliency and Self-Care

ADHD - Understanding the
Diagnosis and Treatment Strategies

Healthy Relationships

Emotional Regulation - How to help
our kids when they have big feelings

Ft. Lethbridge Family Services

Ft. Lethbridge Family Services

Ft. Aleigha from True Balance Counselling 

Ft. Allie and Bailey from True Balance Counselling

Ft. Lethbridge Family Services

Feb15
2024

Apr18
2024

May14
2024

Jan

16
2024

Mar20
2024

(online & in-person)

or email willistone@holyspirit.ab.ca to
confirm registration.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC

First 50 registrations get a free dinner!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7R9L8CC


Pincher Creek
Community Early
Learning Centre

Is Hiring!! 
for more information please

email Executive Director 
Ola Crook at: 

  ola@pincherchildcare.ca

mailto:ola@pincherchildcare.ca


2024/2025 Registration Update

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/schools/registration/current_family_registration






The Learning Consortium and
professional development

consortia have lots of
Professional Development for

Parents and Teachers
Check it out here: 

https://erlc.ca/

https://erlc.ca/






Welcome to our new
 FNMI  facilitator

 Tracy Wolfe!
Contact Tracy at the school anytime -

403-627-3488



Father, we give You our school,
May it be a place where we love

to learn and learn to love; 
a place where everyone is

respected, and all are cherished.
St. Michael, give us the courage

to stand up for others as you did. 
Unite our school family in love,

truth and compassion. 
Walk with us, guide us, and

protect us, as we become who
you want us to be. 

Amen

St. Michael's School
Prayer


